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“| hope the nation has ceased to \gok for 
“any advantage from any change of ad- 
“ministration, We must look no more to 
“parties, and be assured that we never can 
“expeet any measures really useful, until the 
« people of England have their proper share 
“in the constitution of their country.”—Buvur- 
perr’s Srrech aT A MBETING AT WeEsT- 
winster, 30TH Marca, 1609. 


“ | would fain hope, that the example given 
“by the people of Westminster, might en- 
“ courage other places still tu contend for that 
“small portion of independence which still 
“remains in the country ; aud thereby keep 
“alive, at least in the remembrance of their 
“countrymen, their ancient right to a full, 
“fair, and free representation of the people 
“in Parliament, the only security for their 
“nights and property against the despotism 
“aud plunder of the.few. For these purposes 
“you shall always find me ready to lay down 
“my life.” — Borperr’s Lerrer To THE 


. ye or WESTMINSTER, l6TA OcT., 





TO THE 


ELECTORS OF WESTMINSTER. 


On the Motion for Parliamentary Re- 
form, wade by the Marquis of Buann- 
FORD; and on the conduct of Bur- 


bett and Sancuo, relative to that 
Motion. aie 


Cer LEMEN, Barn-Elm Farm, 9th June, 1829. 


_ “HERE are, at this moment, three 
ane subjects which press forward 
wh . consideration of the people, and 
ey have all been subjects of discus- 

in the two Houses of Parliament : 
rte first, the Sungecr of Pantia- 
arxtany Reroam ; second, the attempt 
ite our Dean Bopies to Sate ; 
Mets, the discussion on the Bra- 
a Peririon, relative to the mo- 
) affairs, ft is hard to say which is 


_-——— 





jects: if the Collective can authorisé 
our dead bodies to be sold, there is no 
question that they have a right to order 
our live bodies to be sold; and when- 
ever they pass a law to effect the former, 
I, for my part, disavow all allegiance to 
this country; and after that I will quit 
it as soon as I can; {| will never live 
any longer than [ cannot avoid it ina 
country, where there exists a governing 
power claiming a right of disposing of 
my body at its pleasure, whether that 
body be dead or alive. With regard to 
the money affair, it is the all and the 
every thing; because it depends upon 
the évents connected with that, whether 
there shall exist the means of getting to- 
gether a parcel of people ready to sell 
our bodies, We may pray and Jabour 
for Parliamentary Retorm as long as we 
please; but never shall we get it, until 
the paper-money system be blown to 
atoms. Yet it is right to discuss this 
nestion of Parliamentary Reform : it is 
right to insist upon the principle: it is 
right to propose the measure and to urge 
it: it is‘ right to be contended for ; and, 
indeed, the measure is absolutely neces- 
sary in order to the making of that equi- 
table adjustment, wittiout which there 
must be confusion and revolution. 1 
have always contended, and | still con- 
tend, that there can be, and that there 
ought to be, no reduction of the interest 
of the debt, except with the consent of a 
reformed Parliament. When I pro- 
posed an amendment to the petition of 
the county of Kent in 1822, 1 distinctly 
stated, that no reduction ought ever to 
take place, until a reform of the Parlia- 
ment had taken place. The motion 
which I made upon that occasion was 
this: that there be added to the 
words of the petition, as it now 
stands, the following words: “ and your 
“ petitioners further humbly pray, that, 
‘* as soonas your Honourable House have 
“ completed a reform of your Honour- 
‘“ able House, you will be pleased to 
make a JUST reduction of the in- 








nest important of these three = terest of the National Debt.” That 











739 To rae Execrors 
was my motion ; these words were added 
to the petition ; the petition was agreed 
to almost unanimously, was presented 
to the Parliament, where it now lies on 
the table, making part of a mass of re- 
jected prayers, surpassing any other 
such mass that was ever heard of in the 
world. In the month of Jannary suc- 
ceeding that I had the honour (one that 
I would not exchange for all the stars 
and ribbons of Wellington) to propose 
to the county of Norrotx, that sensible 
and spirited county, the petition which 
now bears its name, and which (mark 
the prediction!) will be recorded in his- 
tory as the basisof an apsustmeEnr, which 
will rescue this now degraded nation from 
the hands of Jews, jobbers, and borough- 
mongers. In that petition, which now 
lies upon the table of the House, we 


prayed, that the Parliament might be | 


reformed ; and that, then, and not be- 
fore, a deduction might be made from 
the interest of the National Debt; pray- 
ing, at the same time, that all sinecures, 
all unmerited pensions, and all grants of 


Crown lands, and grants of money, might | 


be put an end to; and that a part of the | second resolution was negatived without 


property, commonly called church pro- | 


+ 


perty, might be ry eS of, and applied 


e Debt. 


to a liquidation of t 


been effected. I am convinced that this | 
will not be effected as long as the paper 
fabric can be made to hold together. 
This, however, cannot now be long: 
there is every symptom of a total break- 
ing up; there is every appearance of 
the system drawing to an end; and, 
therefore, it is good that we discuss, 
without loss of time, this question of Re- 
form; that we ascertain beforehand, 
who are with us and who are against us. 
I was, therefore, exceedingly delighted 
to hear Lorp Wincuitsea talk of the 
necessity of Parliamentary Reform ; but 
J am still more delighted at seeing the 
subject brought forward by the Marquis 
of Buanpronp ; and that, too, with so 
much ability, and with so evident a re- 
solution to push the subject on, and to 

the skulking patriots to the test, 


or WesrminsTex. Tt 
Marquis of Branprorp on Tuesd 
the 2d of this month of June, in a spece 
which concluded with the following tug 
resolutions :— 
“1, That there exists a class or de. 
_“ scription of Boroughs, commonly called 
“* close or decayed, in which the returns 
“of members to Parliament are notori. 
“ ously capable of being effected by the 
“* payment of money in the way of pur. 
chase, and frequently are so effected; 
and.also another class of Boroughs, in 
which the elective franchise is vested 
in so few electors, that the returns are 
|“ capable of being effected by the pay- 
“ment of money, in the way of bribes, 
to individual electors, and frequent); 
‘‘are so effected.—2. That the exis- 
“ence of such Boroughs, and the con- 
'“* tinuance of such practices, are dis- 
** graceful to the character of this House, 
“ destructive of the confidence of the 
“ people, and prejudicial to the bes 
“ interests of the country.” 
These resolutions were finally put to 


ay 


“ 
“ee 


ia 





“ 
' 


“ee 





the vote, and both of them negatived ; 
that is to say, declared to be false ; the 


a division; but the noble Mageuis had 


the cleverness and the courage to put 


‘the Collective to the test upon the first, 
For my part, therefore, I have no | 


notion of any change for the better, until | 
° “ . | 
a reform of the Parliament shall have | 


and it actually voted 114 to 40, that the 
first resolution was false! But, before 
I go further, 1 will insert the speech o! 
the Mareuis of Buaxprorp entire as! 
find it in the Morning Chronicle. | shall 
also notice what was said by little Say- 
cuo, and by that rave man, Pest. 


The Marquis of BLANDFORD, in rising 
to move certain Resolutions on the subject o 
Parliamentary Reform, addressed the Speaker 
to the following effect :—In pursuance, Sit, 
of the notice which | have given to move - 
day certain Resolutions upon the subject ° 
Reform in the system of our representatio®, 
I rise now to state and explain the specif 
grounds upov which | am ig rte to argue 
its propriety ; and in so doing, I feel it nece*- 
sary to request the indulgence of Hon. «ot 
bers, assuring them, that if, in the course 
my obsetvations, | advert to a subject, further 
discussion on which | am sensible is a el 
ole & part of this House, I+!) 

so as tenderly as 1 may be able, and oes 
urge it merely a 





subject was brought forward by the | 
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. the Resolutions 1 intend to — er 
oo, Members, | am persuaded, will also fee 
my peculiar situation, and will admit, that 
beving originally rested the expediency of 
vic measure upon special grounds, I cannot 
th consistency now cast them wholly aside, 
ad proceed at once to the consideration ot 
jt upon grounds new and general ; and no 
sincere friend of reform will, I trust, be dis- 
posed to quarrel with me, or to refuse his 
support to my Resolutions, if now, avowing 
snd ready to ect upon an eularged and more 
‘yeral view of the whole question, | still am 
opsisteut with myself, aud press the con- 
kideration of a danger clearly not impossible. 
jo, however, assure the House that, upon 
ither view of the question, | will circum- 
crite wy remarks to the utmost of my power, 
aud will not trespass long upon the attention 
vey way indulge me with; and first, Sir, | 
would observe, that in courtesy to former ad- 
vocates of the measure, | would willingly 
have left it in their hands, for it seems right 
sod reasonable that those who have argued so 
overfully against decayed boroughs and 
proprietary iatluence should go on with their 
wa Work ; but as they seem to have declined 
the patriotic undertaking, the conviction I 
lee! of its pressing necessity is too powerful 
fur me to heed the charge of temerity ia thus 
presuming to succeed to their office. We shall 
now see who are the declaimers, and who the 
doers, in the work of Parliamentary regenera- 
lin; we shall now see who are true and steady 
fo ther purposes, and who would wish to give 
those purposes a (ong adjournment ; it will now 
be seen who are strenuous iti their wishes to 
porify Parliameut, and protect the great in- 
lerests of the country. The question has beeo 
tow for some time laid upon the shelf; the 
rills and draughts of bills which have been 
repared are now, from long neglect, covered 
with dast, and buried in oblivion; | Honour- 
tole Gentlemen, the former ftiends and ad- 
‘vcates of the ineasure, may, if they please, 
ae upon Ministers the compliment of 
tt Silence, but I do not feel disposed to 
tate their courtesy. Every day’s experi- 
“oy proves the necessity of sume measute of 
tentnds, site tadkciies’ Pane ieee ae 
safety of its ¢ utury provision for the 
2 VE its interests; the interests of its 
qenecalture, its trade, its manufactures, its 
Pivteinhoe especially the interests of the 
incre community, against the iaflux and 
> ae a of the Roman Catholic pariy. The 
been fercktnd constitution of this House bas 
requires i . tonizeu, This new state of things 
Cessity bh ew enactments. An imperious ne- 
tinting wt, beet Stiperadded to the already 
mince bp ricty Of puttitig dow ui the borough 
Hhetties trade; our rights arid out 
le thi wae iu or pty Ay ne 4 majorities 
House ' . ; 
wales and Soe sine by buy 
fail og this Services ; and bh 
Lett of & thafories . 
Se a 









efforts to expose the cerruption, and proclaim 
the danger of these practices. Sir, it may 
perhaps be thought that the magnitude of 
this question, and the splendid eloquetive of 
its foriner advocates should have deterred 
ine from rashly embarking upon the con- 
sideration of it. But though I may despair 
of doing it justice, I feel its importance, or 
rather its necessity, too strongly to leave the 
thing unattempted through a consciousness 
of inability; and in asserting and advocating 
niy own peculiar views of it, | am fully pre- 
pared for the imputation that those views are 
erroneous—that my fears are groundless— 
and that the measures and meats of reform 
which I would propose are neither called for 
by the exigency of the times, nor by the 
existence of any real danger from the projects 
of the Roman Catholic body. 1 speak of that 
body, Sir, as a large political party in the 
State. J speak not of individuals; of indi- 
viduals of that body | would say that there is 
no one in this Hotse more ready than | am 
to admit their honour and integrity; but I 
am speaking of a large class aud denumina- 
tion of individuals; a large and powerful 
political party of six or seven millions of meu ; 
a party acknowledging a common head and 
centre of union, a Spiritual Sovereign, and 
that Sovereign residing in a foreign country. 
In such a state of things, and under such an 
intermixture of foreigu aud domestic rela- 
tions, | shall continue to think that it is the 
part of prudence to preveut the accumulation 
vf Roman Catholic power in this House, 
Those who may be disposed to ridicule these 
opinions are liable to be told that they are as 
ignoraut of humian nature and the workings 
of party “ig as they are of the energies of 
the Romish Church. As soon as gentlemen 
of that persuasion enter this House, they will 
be foutid to form a party. That party will 
be considered by the Roman Catholics of 
Great Britain and Ireland as their real repre- 
sentatives; as the special defenders of their 
rights, the vitidicators of their wrongs, the 
promoters of their wishes and their hopes. 
This Roman Catholic party, like all other par- 
ties, both in aid out of this Housé, will be 
desirous of increasing its political strength ; 
aid looking to the energy of that body, its 
uuion of purpose, and extensive co-operation, 1 
am coAvibeed that they will etter the borough 
market with better chances dnd larger nieans 
of purchuse than an f their competitors, 


Seats ii this House will be bought B., by the 
agents of this wealthy, preeksil, 1 enter- 
prising body, and thus to their county stren 








in freland will be added their. ige tedure 
strength in this cotintry; a whole 
number of moprectite ves will ptesept a well- 
ordered an re prea: phalanx, abima 
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circulate be true, it would appear that the sys- 
tem which | am foretelling has already made 
a beginning). But I do contend, that we are 
not bound to wait till danger threateus. I do 
contend that it is the part of prudence to de- 
vise the means of prevention and defence ; and 
i do insist that those means are justifiable in 
the prospect of a possibility of danger. But I 
will not dwell longer upon this topic. I feel I 
owe apologies to the House for having dilated 
at such length upon it, and I will now proceed 
to a far more importaat and interesting divi- 
sion of my subject, and I do so under feelings 
of less embarrassment and greater confidence 
than those I have experienced while endea- 
vouring to enforce the view already presented. 
I cannot but entertain a reasonable hope that 
a large portion of the Members of this House 
will be disposed to agree with me upon the 
general principles, eveu though they should 
not be of opinion that I have made out any 
case for the necessity of Reform, by the spe- 
cial grounds I have taken. If, Sir, in the days 
of Locke, and still later in the days of Black- 
stone, this measure were deemed expedient 
(and | appeal to both these writers for support 
upon this point), subsequent events, aud in- 
creased and increasing evils, make the mea- 
sure now a measure of necessity and ndt of 
expediency. It is no longer to be tolerated 
that the best interests of the country, and the 
dearest rights of the subject, and 1 will add, 
the most valuable privileges of this House, are 
to be compromised and endangered by borough 
contractors, and sellers of seats in Parliament. 
But let Honourable Members listen to the 
words of Locke himself upon this question.— 
** It being the interest as well as the intention 
** of the people to have a fair and equal repre- 
sentation, whoever brings it negrest to that 
isau undoubted friend to, and establisher of, 


** the Government, and cannot miss the cun- 
«es 


a) 


ee 


and again he says—** It is pot a change from 
** the present state, which, perhaps, corruption 
** or decay has introduced, that makes an in- 
road upon the Government, but the ten- 
** dency of it to injure or oppress the people, 
** and to set up one part, or party, with a dis- 
** tinction from, and au unequal subjection of 
** the rest. Whatsoever cannot but be acknow- 
** ledged to be of advantage to the society, and 
*‘ people in general, upon just and lasting 
“* measures, will always, when done, justify 


* 


** itself; and whenever the peuple shall choose | 


“* their representatives upon just and undeni- 
** ably equal measures, suitable to the original 
“frame of the Government, it cannot be 
** doubted to be the will and act of the society, 
** whoever permitted or caused them to do so.” 
But, Sir, | will wot now enter upon any wide 
survey of this question—I will not now touch 
upon the nature of suffrage, nor will | seek to 
determine the principle by which the right of 
voting should be regulated; neither will J 
— f : what bas been called the 
ilosopby of Representation, nor attempt b 
statistical calculations ‘to settle how a 
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Members should’ be returned by the landed. 
how many by the moneyed, or how many by 
the trading interest. Plans for the speedier re. 
turns of Members upon new electioas, and {or 








sent and approbation of the community ;” | 


the limitation of the duration of Parliament, 
shall form no part of my present purpose, | 
will confine myself to matters much more s.m- 
‘ple in themselves, and consequeutly more 
easy for statement. My wish, Sir, is to witness 
the extinction of close and decayed boroug\s, 
and to transfer their Representations as \: 
may be settled hereafter) to otber places; w 
what places, towns, or counties, and in what 
measure and proportion to each, must be lei: 
to be considered in Committee. But the a- 
tinction of these proprietary seats, this bur- 
gage tenure influence, is called for by the in- 
juries and mischiefs it inflicts on the country, 
Can there be any thing more Monstrous, Sv, 
than that seven electors, headed by the puruh 
constable (1 allude to Gatton) should send two 
Honourable Members to this House, and thei 
two more should represent the interesting rum 
and well-peopled sheep-folds of Sarum! Wha. 
reason can we discover in the nature of things 
or in the principles of representation, wb) 
some Honourable Members in this Hous 
should have neither houses nor inbabitauts w 
represent—why others should only represeut 
individuals—why there should be so many 
whose constituents do not exceed ten! (au 
| there, Sir, be anything, in more open defiance 
(of common sense and political expedicne 
than that 354 voters should send 56 Member 
| tu Parliament (anioth part of the whole House 
of Commons)? What cause can be fouad 
jeither in the mineral or the agricuilure 
| wealth of Cornwall that it should be so praiiic 
\of Honourable Members in this House, 
though all the population of all the Cornet 
boroughs is not much greater than that « 
| Nottingham alone? And, Sir, it must_remas 
a subject of alarm to many, of surprise to ® 
that, according to a calculation taken in lSl., 
one-half of the English and Welsh Keprese 
tatives in this House should be returued % 
about 11,000 persons, and the other hail by 
above nine millions. Sir, this is neither % 
time nor the place to enter into nice yerinc® 
tions of facts; it is sufficient to lay grva® 
for future inquiry, and I believe that it wil 
then appear that I have understated the ave 
malies of our Representation. But, Si, 
answer given to all this is, ‘‘ # works wel! + 
this has been the ready reply since the “- 
that the late Mr. Canning’s eloqueace m 
currency, and made it popular. “ It one’ 
well.” Trae, itdoes work very well forthe)” 
bers in the borough-market; it does work yo! 
well forall who go on to power, and profit, ©" 
distinction by the system ; and I dare say But, 
nisters will be the last to say it works ill. at 
Sir, it works destructively for the apse 
Pag it works destructively for the cove” 
its colonies; it works against every ' 

of the great interests of this country ; #6" 
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« my views of the questions which have been 
carried) fatal majorities in this House, have 
heen swelled by means of this influence ; and 
what ig most mischievous is, the existence of 
such a system degrades this House in the esti- 
matiou of the people ; the Representative Body 
loses the respect and confidence of the Body 
represented, It is to this cause, Sir, that the 
indignation of the country ascribes the success 
/ the odious principle of Free Trade; a priu- 
ciple which, if persisted in, will spread the de- 
lation still further which so fearfully pre- 
vails, and is now pressing so severely on our 
commerce. ‘To this again is to be attributed 
the largeness of that majority which lately 
overthrew the Constitution, and proved to the 
people how very little their prayers were heard 
or heeded. How then, Sir, is a system so 
mishievous to be amended? Which are the 
most pressing of its evils? Where should the 
proposed reform begin? Unquestionably in 

eatinction of decayed boroughs. Whether 
this should be effected by compensation, or 
without compeusation, and whether we should 
extend our inquiries to self-elected Corpo- 
rate Bodies, possessing the rights of franchise, | 
will be matter for future discussion, But, Sir, | 
vital interests are in the meanwhile at stake. 
The nation knows and feels it to be so ; it feels | 
itm all the ramifications of its commerce, in | 
all the elements of its wealth and greatuess ; | 
it feels it in the very husbandry of its soil, the | 
staple of its power and prosperity; and it 
feels too, that itis not safe to trust to burgage 
tenures and proprietary influence, what should 
ve coufided to a chaster Representation. ‘The | 
“iscase, ho doubt, is of long standing, but the | 
‘cat of it has been well ascertained, and it will | 
require bo great skill in political anatomy to 
ruove the parts affected: they cannot be 
cured; they must be cut away— 


‘ 





; _ “ Immedicabile vulnus 
Ense recidendum, ne pars sincera trahatur.”’ 
Lutertaining, therefore, Sir, these sentiments, 
“od liupressed with a strong feeling, that in 
te existing circumstances of the country 
Nees st would be idle for any man te seek 
deat yg Hy. himself), it would be expe- 
irs t. this House not to separate, without 
Tae some dispositionAo take this question 
have tie Sees at no distaut period, I 
» deat itimy duty, at this eleventh hour, 
a iy phn attention of Hon. Members to it; 
by cuni conclude my present observations 
* “objUring them to bear in mind the ever- 


t - be recat Representation (not the unreal 
“ Ma » but the efficient substance of Re- 
Hon) is the sovereign remedy for 


every diso , 
“ popclar ten? on infallible security against 
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Wesrtsvury, son of the spinning-jenny 
Baronet, and he disapproved of the mo- 
tion on accouut of the time in which it 
was brought forward. What this fellow 
said is curious ; and therelore I will in- 
sert it as I find it in the above-mentioned 


paper. 


Mr. PEEL felt bound to give the motion a 
negative. He admitted that the Noble Lord 
had stated the question with temper and abi- 
lity; and the opposition he should give it did 
not in the slightest degree abate the satisfac- 
tion with which he heard the descendant of an 
illustrious warrior, and the representative of a 
noble house, vindicate his opinions with an abi- 
lity worthy of the name he inherited. Consi- 
dering the nature of the subject, all must 
agree that it ought not to be brought forward 
when there was no time for deliberation, when 
the House was thin, and when it would have 
no opportunity of following up the motion by 
any practical measure. He conceived that the 
Noble Lord rather moved the resolutions with 
a view to an understanding, that, in the next 
Session, he would renew the subject, and go 
into details. At the present period, when he 
believed that in two days the public business 
wculd enable the House to adjourn, could the 
Noble Lord expect that House to assent to re- 
solutions which branded with disgrace a con- 
siderable portion of the Representative system 
of the country ? The second resolution affirm- 
el the small boroughs to be a disgrace to the 
House. If he could admit this, he should not 
attempt to persuade the House to such an un- 
qualiied condemnation, without following up 
that condemnation by some practical measure. 
But he was not prepared to allow that the small 
boroughs were a disgrace to the House. Many 
of the trustees of small boroughs exercised the 
trust reposed in them with honour to them- 
selves, and advantage to the country. But if 
such boroughs were to be disfranchised, surely 
the House ought to be prepared with some 
plan by which such forfeited franchises were 
in future to be exercised. By negativing the 
motion, the subject would not be lost; fora 
Noble Lord (Lord John Russell) bad given 
notice of a motion for the next Session, that the 
towns of Manchester, Birmingham, aud Leeds, 
should be represented in that House. The 
House would be long before it condemned a 
part of the system by which it had often been 
enabled to overcome local prejudices. He was 
not sure that it was not by the aid of small bo- 
roughs, that the questions of Free Trade, and 
of Catholic Emancipation had been curried. 
it was hardly treating the subject with due 
consideration, to introduce it at such a period 
of the Session. 


After Pest ame little Banono, who, 
"thows to me toet, in the first 
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Lorp Bianprorp for bringing the mo- 
tion forward; next, that be did ai! he 
could to throw cold water upon it,’ 
though he thought it prudent not abso- 
iutely to vote against t. The speech is 
one that might have done honour to the, 
old Down himself: it is all see-saw: all | 
up-and-down : all intended to do nothing 
for reform, to suffer, if possible, nothing 
to be done for it, ‘ied yet appear to 
wish for it. 1 beseech you, Gentlemen, 
to read this speech with particular atten- 
tion ; and to mark also what followed in 
the speech of Pert and the denial of 
Sancuo; when | have inserted these 
speeches, just as I find them in The 
Morning Chronicle, | shall proceed to 
make some remark upon the divers 
parts of the transaction. 


Mr. J. C. HOBHOUSE said, that if he 
thought the introduction of any reform would 
make the House less inclined to the grant of 
religious liberty to his country, he would 
rather that the House should remain as ii was. 
His conviction was the contrary. When the 
Right Honourable Gentleman opposite had 
introduced the Catholic Relief Bill, be had 


















boldly stated, that it was his firm conviction, 
that the majority of the pepular parts of the | 
representation were decidedly inclined towards 
Catholic Emancipation. For the veincietes | 
of free trade he (Mr. Hobhouse) had always 
been an advocate, only thinking that it had 
not been carried far enough, and only lament- 
ing that it had not been introduced sooner. 
If he thought the people of Evgiand so com- 
pletely obtuse, and sv thoroughly incapable 
of receiving the truth, as to reject the doc- 
trines of free trade, then he should say that 
he would sooner accept of such a portion of the 
intelligence of the country as they already had 
in that House, than to refer to those who were 
sv completely ignorant of their duty aud of 
their best interests. //hoever the Noble Lord 
might have referred to, when he spoke of the 
person who had deserted the post of Parlia- 
mentary Reform, he (Mr. Hubhouse) would 
say, that as long as he bad @ seat in that 
House, be should not be found wanting in 
any crisis, or On avy occasion, to support that 
question. He would be the last man to in- 
quire info what were the motives of him who 
brought the question forward, but be should 
give @ his firm zealous support, The 
Noble Lord bad urged many of those topics 


which, by frequent repetition, had becouie 
tedious ; but it was ouly by their being so 
proved that they had arrived at that poiut at 
which it was impossible any longer to contra- 
dict them. He would congratulate the House 
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ime had been when, if a single finger 
on stirred in the cause of ooh. 
Reform, the question was sure to be put dow, 
by the most decisive and uncompromising of 
ail negatives.. The eloquent predecessor of 
the Right Honourable Secretary, iv his place 
in that House had said, that in whatepe 
shape the question of Reform were proposed, y 
should find in him a determined and uncom. 
promising opponent. It was not so upon the 
present occasion. ‘The first objection of the 
Right Honourable Gentleman to the motion 
was, that the time of the Session was not cop- 
venient for the House to entertain a subject 
of such magnitude. Mr. Canning, on the 
coutrary, always endeavoured to treat the 
question as one of total insignificance; « 
question too insignificant to render it of any 
consequence whether it were introduced « 
the beginuing, iv the middle, or at the end of 
the Session. If the House was thin, he said 
is was so much the better, for it the better 
held up the subject and its supporters to the 
ridicule of the couutry. For the question of 
Parliamentary Reform, he (Mr. Hobhouse 
should say that the present was a full House. 
It was a full House for any question, cov- 
Sidering the manuer in wvieh Members had 
attended to subjects at the latter part of the 
Session. Indeed it was difficult to get a fuller 
atteudance at any period of the Session. The 
Right Honourable Gentleman had next ob- 
jected to the motion because the Noble Lord 
bad not proposed a remedy for the evils which 
the motiou went to condema. But the Noble 
Lord only asked for an inquiry, and hai said, 
if you grant an inquiry, I will tell you of the 
remedy. It was not necessary that the Noble 
Lord should enter into details before he had 
stated what was his object. But what was 
the general proposition to which the oppo- 
sition of the Right Hon. Gentleman amount- 
ed, namely, that evils were uot to be ascer- 
tained, because as yet no perfect remedy had 
been devised. If the Noble Lord’s propositios 
was carried into effect, be would have ao easy 
task to propose, that certain boroughs should 
be discontinued from returning members; 
and after that, as the Noble Lord bad justly 
said, it would be for the House to determive 
how their franchises should be disposed o. 
Upon this point he had hopes of the Right 
Honourable Gentleman's support. The Right 
Honourable Secretary opposite, whose powe™ 
ful advocacy bad been exerted apon variovs 
occasions, had ever been himself a decided op 
povent to Parliamentary Reform ; be had, 1° 
deed, objected, not to the principle, but to the 
time aud mode of introducing it. He (Mr. 
Hobhouse) confessed that he was one of these 
wild reformers adverted to by the Honourable 
Member for Wiltshire, who were anxious ' 
introduce that wild reform so much eondemoe! 
by him (hear, hear!) He wished the mos 
wide and extended hres, Sut was not pre 
vared to limited 
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coe from a perseverance in seeking all 
ay wished. Pie did not deny that it 
suld be better to allow seats to be openly sold, 
ther than bave them disposed of by the 
ret and more circuitous application of mo- 
». How, for instance, could a man of limit- 
‘means contend for the representation of a 





‘onty where he must run the risk of an ex- 
oditure of 30,0002. or 40,0002. without any 
jog like a certainty of success ? He would 
. au instance, that of Mr. Ricardo, one of 
-ablest Members whe had sat in that House. 
sat Honourable Member, in obtaining his 
ough, had set aside a certain sum of mo- 
ev, which would have secured his seat during 
life. The Hou. Member concluded by 
bowing, that if the motion of the Noble Mar- 
sis stopped short with getting rid of the 
all boroughs, without a more general re- 
rm, he feared he should be unable to support 


Mr. Secretary PEEL, in explanasion, said, 
at he had abstained frum eutering into the 
tails of the question, because he did not think 
be House entertained an appetite for it. He 
sust, however, observe, that the Honourable 
ember for Westminster had furnished the 
st t(rumphant argument in favour of small 
rughs, in his allusion to the return of Mr, 
Kicardo, than whom a more aéle, a more en- 
chtened, or upright man had not sat in that 
louse. (Hear, hear!) Indeed upon the whole, 
thought he had reason to claim the Hon. 
lember for Westminster as a convert to his 
rmciples, than that he (Mr. Peel) had turned 
vod and embraced his (Mr. Hobhouse’s). 

Mr. HOBHOUSE denied that he had advo- 
ted the continuance of small boroughs; all he 
0 Was, that so long as the present system 
ruled, he should wish them to continue. 

The Marquis of BLANDFORD, in reply, 
“enced, that inquiry was of no use, unless 
‘« House determined to purify itself, and do 

Avay with public grievances, 

The House then divided— 


For the Motion .:. . 40 
Against it. ... .°. 114 
Majority ...——74 


In remarking upon this transaction, 
a all taken together, is one amongst 
“emost curious which we have witnessed 
> a long while, 1 shall begin with 
e and afier that, come to Sancuo 

‘ the Dow, the last of whom ‘had, it 


ems, the pruderite to hold his tongue. 


¥| 


~ conduct of Pex: might be called: 


‘tof madness, were we not in the daily 
j tof witnessing things of the like sort. 

, “te is before the House a reposition 

eating, that se there ; ki 

. “scription of boroughs eal : 

., decayed, to. obtain sea 
boroughs | 
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‘‘ and that there is another class of bo- 


“ roughs, in which the electors are so 
‘‘few in number, that,in these also, 
‘‘ seats sometimes are obtained by the 
“ payment of money.” This proposi- 
tion, the facts here stated, are NOTO- 
RIOUSLY TRUE;; all the world know 
them to be true; and yet Peet, resolv- 
ing, apparently, to offer the Marguts as 
great an affront as possible, opposes the 
proposition by a direct negative. Be- 


fore I go further, let me insert some re-— 


marks from the Sranparp Newspaper, 
two days after the debate took place.— 
“ In our allusion to Tuesday’s discussion 
“ we advisedly, and from an earnest de- 
‘ sire not to withdraw attention trom the 
‘‘ Marquis of Blandford’s noble speech, 
“ abstained from adverting to some sub- 
‘* ordinate circumstances of the debate, 
‘* which deserve, however, to be record- 
‘* ed, as they are connected with an event 
‘« of the highest interest and importance ; 
‘for such we hold to be the motion of 
‘‘the patriot nobleman, and the mon- 
 strous resolution by which it was met. 
“ That resolution has indeed amazed 


‘every man, well as the public were 


‘¢ prepared for any manifestation on the 
‘ part of the House of Commons. The 
‘‘ motives which induced Mr. Peel to 
“call for a negative resolution as to 
‘* facts, affirmed and argued upon in his 
“ speech; the feelings which determined 
ne Mr. Hobhouse to speak against a mo- 
‘ tion.in favour of which he was afraid 
‘*‘ not to vote, would seem inscrutable, 
‘‘had we not full experience that, as 
‘ strong passions will obscure the judg- 
‘‘ ment of. the wise, petty jealousies and 
‘« paltry spites make the perplexities and 
“ pitfalls of the small. hen the Mar- 
‘« quis of Blandford proposed his reso- 
“lution, Mr. Peel might, as we have 
“‘betore observed, have met it by the 
previous question, a mode of evasion 
“ which would have spared the House 
‘“‘ such an exhibition as it has made, and 
“ which would have this recommenda- 
* tion, that in Parliamentary usage it is 
«* considered the most Courteous form in 
“ which to meet a motion in which ‘ie 

inconvenient to concur, For 
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‘‘ character in which the House of Com- 
‘mons might exhibit itself was of little 
‘“‘ moment, provided that the member for 
“ Westbury might puta slight upon the 
“ descendant of John, Duke of Marlbo- 
“rough. He, therefore, called upon 
‘‘the House to put a direct negative 
‘* upon Lord Blandford’s resolution, the 
‘« greatest affront which can be offered to 
‘a member within the forms of the 
‘‘ House. Lord Blandford saw the mo- 
‘tive, but he also saw the trap which 
‘‘ the sagacious secretary had prepared 
‘for himself; with equal sagacity and 
“ spirit he enclosed him in it. The Noble 
«« Marquis declared that he would divide 
‘* the House upon the first resolution, 
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instigation of that same Governmen if th 

voted, by a great majority, that a one. that 

pound note and a shilling were as valy. such 

able as a guinea! On the 11th of May, serti 

1809, Mr. Mappocxs made the follow. chat 

ing declaration and motion in the House itt 

of Commons: “ I affirm then, that Mr was 

“ Dick purchased a seat in the Hous oat 

“of Commons, for the borough of tive 

“Cashel, through the agency of the 1 

|“ Honourable Henry We cuesiey, tive 
\“* who acted for, and on behalf of. the cee 
‘© Treasury ; that, upon a recent question let 
“* of the last importance, when Mr. Dicx the 

“had determined to vote according to Sta 

“his conscience, the Noble Lord, cor 

* Casrtergzacn, did intimate to that “¢ 

ws 


‘thus placing it under the necessity of |‘ gentleman the necessity of either vo. 


** adopting the principle of bis motion, or 
of declaring and recording, with all so- 
‘* lemnity, that no such places as West- 
“ bury, Gatton, Old Sarwm, are to be 
“found in England. To this portentous 
“ negative the House agreed, and it is a 
‘* proposition which for one eminent qua- 
‘« jity transcends any thing to be found 
‘in the history of any legislative body 
“in any country.” 

What Pret expected was, that the 
Marquis would not divide the House 
upon this occasion; and there are, in- 
deed, very few who would have divided 
the House under such circumstances; 
but the Marevuis was one of those tew ; 
and there stands the Collective, there it 
stands before the face of the nation, hav- 
ing declared by solemn vote, that there 
are no close or decayed boroughs, the 
seats for which may be obtained by 
money; While it is notorious, that these 
seats are not only so obtained, but that 
such seats are frequently advertised for 
sale in the newspapers. The Collective 
could not have stood before the people 
in a more admirable light, if it had voted 


114 to 40, that the sun makes his ap-| 


pearance by night and not by day. In 
1811, it did vote that a one-pound note 
and a sbilling were equal in value to a 
guinea; when, at that very time, the 
Government itsel! was purchasing gui- 
eas at irom twenty-six to twenty-eight 
illings each; yes, at the very time 
Treasury were ing guineas 
is price, the lower Collective, at the 


“ ing with the Government, or resigning 
“* his seat in that House; and that Mr. 
** Dick, sooner than vote against prin- 
“ ciple, did make choice of the later 
** alternative, and vacate his seat accor¢- 
“ingly. To this transaction | charge 
‘the Right Honourable Gentleman, 
“ Mr. Percevar, as being privy and 
“having connived at it. This i wil 
“engage to PROVE BY WIT- 
“ NESSES AT YOUR BAR, if the 
‘* House will give me leave to call them; 
and, accordingly, he made a motion for 
leave to call witnesses to the bar. The 
decision upon this motion was, ¢ha! the 
House would not hear any witnesses upo 
the subject; that it would not inquire; 
and thus it solemnly decided by 3% 
votes against 85. In the course of this 
debate it was alleged, that the inquir) 
ought not to take place, because the 
practice of seat-selling was as noforwus 
as the sun at noon-day! And yet tha 
same house now votes, that there Is % 
such thing as seat-selling in the king- 
‘dom : it votes thus on a division; 24 
there are a hundred and fourteen mee 
capable of asserting that there are " 
‘boroughs in E the seats in which 
are to be obtained for money! If this 
‘House had declared in the words of Ts# 
Sranparp ; and if the whole of the !!4 
Members had taken their solemn oaibs, 

no such places as Bs B ~~ 
tox, Oxp Sarum, Riscare, Busrce 
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¢ they had takeu their solemn oaths, that Burdett and Hobhouse have been 
that no such places, that places with no| returned because no person of the rank 
such names existed in England, the as-| ofa gentleman could be found to con- 
vertion could not have been of a different | nect themselves with the cause of Reform. 
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character than that which it now is. 
if Peet had taken his oath, that there 
was no Boroven called Westsvry. the 
oath would not have surpassed this nega- 
five. 

There we have Peel and the collec- 
tive. exhibited in their own colours pro- 
ceeding from their own brush; and now 
let us come to the two representatives of 
the Rump, first taking the words of the 
Standard Newspaper, relative to the 
conduct of Honnovse :—** The motives 
“ of the member for Westminster are as 
“transparent, and about as minute as 
“ those of his worthy colleague ot West- 
“bury. Mr. Hobhouse has lost his only 
“hold, even upon the rabble who have 
“sent him to Parliament. It was only 
“because hitherto no man pretending | 
“to the rank of a gentleman, save him- | 
“self and the Baronet, could be found | 
“to connect themselves with Reform, 
“that even the Westminster men en- 
“ dured such representatives. But now 
“that Reform is taken up by a man of 
“high rank, high talents, and spotless 
“character, and upon unexceptionable 
“ grounds too, the Westminster members 
“see that kindred spirits to his will be 
“arrayed in the same cause, and that 
; their occupation is gone. Mr. Hob- 
“ house, therefore, feels towards Lord 
“ Blandford, as the quack feels towards 
"the learned and honest practitioner 
‘ whose prescription he may not venture 
__ 0 resist, though he hates him with his 
_ Whole soul: he spoke against the mo- 
_, Hon, and voted for it, in the hope that 
i his vote may be remembered after his 
* Fa shall have undergone the ob- 
, vin predestinated to all his elo- 
. dieppa a me he will be 
r mted; this speech shall be 

‘membered and printed too, we doubt 














Burperr was returned originally by the 
real people of Westminster, guided by 
me, and actuated by motives as pure as 
ever actuated any men in this world. 
When Hosunovse was taken in, that 
great cy had been rendered, to all in- 
tents and purposes, a rotten borough in 
point of effect ; and that, too, by a series 
of intrigues as disgraceful as any that 
ever marked the conduct and proceed- 
ings of a rotten borough. But, F agree 
with the Standard, that these fellows 
would long ago have been displaced, 
had there been any man of rank like 
Lorp Bianproxp, in whom the people 
could have reasonably confided ; and it 
is, at once, the interest and the duty of 
such men to come forward, in every such 
case. In consequence of their not hav- 
ing done this, the people have been 
alienated from the nobility; and it re- 
quires now’a very great effort to bring 
them back. More of this by and by, 
when I have fully exposed the conduct 
of Burperr and Hosuovss, on this oc- 
casion, 

Gentlemen, look at the mottoes; call 
to mind the numerous instances in which 
Burpert insisted, that nothing but a re- 
form in the Parliament would save this 
country from slavery, after its having 
been first reduced to beggary ; and then 
look athis present conduct! In looking 
at the minority upon Lory Bianprorp’s 
motion, we find Burperr’s name not one 
of the forty. He was in the House on 
the same evening when the Marquis 
made his motion; and he presented a 

tition from Mr. Henny Burerss a 
ittle while before the motion was made. 
Notice had been given of the motion : he 
knew that it was coming on: therefore, 
while we are not sure that he did not 
vote n the majority; while we are not 
sure that he did not vote ag his 
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us a hundred times over, that his whole 
life should be devoted in an endeavour to 
obtain us a reform! this is the man, of 
whom Sancuo, of the late “ purity din- 
ner,” and under the protection of the 
well-crammed ruffians ; this is the man 
of whom little Sancuo said, that the 
hope of reform “‘ lulled him upon his 
pillow,” and on whose heart reform 
would be found exgraven, after he was 
dead! 

And now pray take a look at the speech 
of this Honsouss, reported to have been 
made upon the present occasion. He 
begins by quarrelling with the reasons 
stated by the inover ; and he finds out a 
contingency to state, which would induce 
him to oppose a reform in Parliament ! 
This is what he says; that, if he thonght 
that reform of Parliament would prevent 
what has been called an emancipation of 
the Catholics, and would prevent the 
system of free trade from-being perse- 
vered in, he would oppose Parliamentary 
Reform. Now, the fact is, that a very 
great majority of the people, including 
the middle and lower orders of the Ca- 
tholics themselves, were opposed to 
what he here miscalls religious liberty, 
which is, in fact, disfranchisement of the 
poor for the benefit of the rich. We are 


not to take the Catholic Belief Bill, as it | 


is called, disconnected from the horrible 
act for disfranchising of the forty-shilling 
freeholders. We are to take them both 
together: taking them thus, every just 
man is opposed to them, and the great 
body of the Catholics more opposed to 
them than any body else; for they can 
see nothing that has been done for them, 
while a great and the best part of their 
civil liberties have been taken away. 
This is notoriously the general opinion of 
the people; and yet Sancuo says, that 
if they be of this opinion, he would pre- 
vent them from having reform, 

“ Free trade,” too, that is to say, the 
utter ruin of innumerable tradesmen, 
manufacturers, and others, with a view 
of a nting the receipts of the Cus- 
tom House; he will have the people 
swallow this, or he will be opposed to re- 
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| 


| excuse for opposing a reform of the 
Parliament. A very great majority of 
the country are against the system of 
free trade: it is not free trade, but it is 
a thing which goes by that name; the 
itolly of it has been proved by the con- 
‘duct of France and America. Pxx:, 
has recently represented the American 
Tarirr as being one cause of the pre- 
sent distress ; and it certainly does aug- 
ment that distress; and this Tariff we 
owe entirely to tae system of what is 
called Free Traps. The French have, 
in consequence of this system, resolved 
to receive nothing from us; and they 
have stated most distinctly that our sys- 
tem has induced them to do this. It is 
notorious, that manufactures and trade 
in England are now under a process of 
decay that must end in general ruin, if 
not convulsion: they have come into 
this state under the operation of the sys- 
tem which this Hosgouse applauds; 
and yet this fellow says, that if he 
thought the people of England would 
reject the doctrine of Free Traps, he 
would suffer them to have nothing to do 
in the exercising of the right ot choosing 
lof Members~ of Parliament; he would 
| suffer them to have no influence what- 
‘ever in the making of laws. This 1s 
one way of speaking against reform and 
speaking against the motion of the Mak- 
'quis: he supposes a case not to exut, 
| which he knows does exist; and then he 
Says, if that case existed, J would op- 
|pose Parliamentary Reform! All he 
says after this, in favour of the principle 
of reform, amounts to nothing; and when 
he finds fault with Cannine, for having 
said that he would oppose reform to the 
end of his life, he seems to forget that 
that declaration did not prevent him and 
Buarpert from supporting Canine ! 
There 1s another way, and a very 
effectual way of working in opposition 
to reform; and that is, by declaring 
yourself to be a * wild reformer,” and 
that you would §° all manner of lengths : 
this way, also, the little man tries; 8ay* 
that “he is a wild reformer ;” and that 
ba would go to the full extent in his de- 
mands of Reform. He says, however, 








Jorm! He knows that the le detest 
this s of free trade ; ’ there- 
fore, he thus provides himself with an 
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how sincere he-must be, look at the close 
of bis speech, where he says that, unless 
the Marquis 8 Reform ‘ more gene~ 
ral he fears he shall be UNABLE to sup- 
port ii!” So that, after having said, 
in one part of his speech, that he wished 
fr the most wide and extended reform, 
but would not refuse the most narrow 
und limited, and “ would be thankful for 
any thing he could obtain,” in a few 
minutes after having said this, he said, 
«that if the noble Marguis stopped 
«short with getting rid of the small 
« boroughs, without a more general re- 
“ form, he feared he should be unable to 
. support him!” This is the result ; 
this he sees he shall do; this provides 
him, as he thinks, with an excuse for 
opposing that motion of which the Mar- 
quis bas given notice for the next ses- 
sion, in the following words :—‘* To 
‘move for a committee to inquire into 
“ the causes why the people are not re- 
“presented in this house according to 
“the spirit of the constitution ?—or, to 
‘bring forward some specific measure 
“to restore the purity of representa- 
* tion,” 
Hosuouse’s grand attack, however, 
s consisted in his eulogium on ihe rotten 
boroughs. The speech makes him say, 
that these rotten boroughs were attended 
with certain advantages; and be cited 
as an instance, that of Ricarpo, who, he 
said, had laid by a certain sum of money 
io ™ Secure a seat for himself during his 
je.” He spoke of this as a very good 
and praiseworthy thing, seeing that Ri- 
CARDO Was one of the ablest Members 
that ever sat in that House. Now, as to 
icanpo and his ability, Sir James 
sHAM, Burpett, Barinc, Daven- 
*ort, and several others, have declared, 
that it was owing to the errors of Ri- 
‘xo having been adopted by the Par- 
tenth” that Pesx’s Bint, and all its 
a ® ruin, were brought upon the 
wg Berge in the Chronicle told 
wach; a million. of money, by 
ng the turn of t 
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that this little chattering chap, this col- 
league, or rather delegate, of the Don, 
finds out something to praise in the rot- 
ten boroughs: finds out that they are 
very good things: finds out, hat they put 
excellent members into Parliament; 
most able and honourable men! And it 
was very well observed by Pee, that 
‘* Hosnouss had furnished the most tri- 
‘ umphant argument in favour of small 
“ boroughs”! The heart of the Member 
for Wesrsury seemed to warm towards 
the memory of Ricarpo, who had been 
Member for the borough of Porrar- 
LINGTON, and who, he said, was “ a most 
able and enlightened and upright man”; 
to which he might have added, “ just as 
“J am, you see, my good friends, who 
‘‘am Member for Westbury'’! In short, 
Honsovuse’s speech, was a speech di- 
rectly against reform; and Pre. very 


justly observed, * that he had reason to 


‘claim the Honourable Member for 
‘* Westminster as a convert”! This re- 
mark of Pes, seems to have alarmed 


‘the litle man, who said that “‘ he denied 
‘that he advocated the continuance of 


*‘ small boroughs; all that he said was, 
* that s0 long as the present system exist- 
ed, he would wish them to continue”! 
Now, Gentlemen of Westminster, what 
is the meaning of these words! . Why, 
it is this, that, until the present system 
of representation be destroyed, or wholly 
changed ; until it be cut up, root and 
branch, he wishes it ali to continue just 
as itis; he wishes nothing to be done at 
all: he has just this moment said, that 
he did not advocate the continuance of 
small boroughs: but, he will oppose the 
touching of them; he will not have one 
of them put down, by any means, until 
the whole of the system be changed ! 
Mark, then, the sincerity of the fellow, 
who had said, but just before, “ J am 
not prepared to refuse the most narrow 
and limited reform; I shall feel raanx- 
run for any thing that I can obtain;” 
and, after this, he says, that be will not 
touch the small boroughs, until the whole 
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he will oppose the motion 
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Dox; knowing bow Ae felt upon the election for Westminster! Bat. = &- 
subject; seeing bim march of, or seemmg Beaperr is pledeed eociest R-Airy 
him vote against my Lozp Biaxprozp’s He was the real author of the Irs D. 
motion. the Inthe fellow bad bis skiff to franchisement Bill He wes te ==. 
steer amidst rocks: and therefore, we jtor of # m 1825; and be and i: +i 
are mot to be surprised at the awkward | Weics were the maim supports 9 : 
exhibrtion - be seems to have anticipated |to the last. At a meeting of 0 Comm: 
the difficulties of the mext election; be'people im Ireland, beld only the u-- 
seems to have endeavoured to prepare iday, O°Coxwei stated this fac: - tis 
himself for them; bet. as the Sraxparp a meeting of the Catholics beine ann 
has well observed, bere is the speech im bled in London at the time wh 
print, and to rub i owt is mot im hm bell was before the House, and ther 
power. it m= poswble, that be has been ject being to petition against th [ 
misteperted - if this be the case, let bm franchisement Bill, a meeting of Wz 
come forth and tell us what he means: took place at the house of Beaner: 
as far as ts report goes, be stands the same time; and a messare was =x 
clearly maried as an opponent to the from the latier to the former, bermn: 
M.zerts of Braxprozp, and as an ac- them not to oppose the disfranchsem= 
vocate for rotien boroughs ; so that you, O'Connell's words were as follows — 
gentlemen, have at last the honour of “ As to the Disfranchisement Bill, » -- 
being represented by one man who de- |“ move any impression as to his paro- 
clares that he will vote against the putting “ pation in it, he wished to observe. * 
down of rotien boroughs; and by an- |“ he was one of forty Catholic ge~ 
other man, who, being im the House “ men who assembled in Londonto s==! 
when the motion is coming on, either “ forward a petition, and adopt suct p- 
votes against all inquiry imo the subject, “ sures as might be calculated to Tes 
of, goes away in order to avoid voting “ the progress of the Bill; when 
for it. |“ were on the eve of assembling, D* 
Hossovse mbbles at the motives of “ received an intimation that there ¥= 
the young Marquis. Does the Marquis “a meeting of the Whigs im the hove 
begmm as Burdet: did ! He began by visit- | “ of Sir Francis Burdett, who cracs- 
ing what be cailed “ the Bastile,” and |“ dered that opposition to the Bill mix 
by ail sorts of exaggerations to inflame “ hare the effect of preventing Eacs: 
the most thouchtless part of the people. “ pation. The meeting, a! which > 
1 remember, when tus coaches. which “ was present, sent tbem word to oppo 
carried his electors to Beextrozn, had .“ the freehold wing, akhbough mo mic= 
men on the tops of them wearing chains, “‘ lose Emancipation.” Add to this that 
which they rattled loud enough to ston Berperr,as Mr. Lawzess bas dec! ree 
uple. Many of you remember, when in print, said that it was the rich De 
be told you that you mnst “fear the chose him for Westminster, and not be 
leaves out of the accursed Red-book,” poor. Put these things togetber, thine 
and when the “great families,” were of these things, Electors of Westmms*. 
the theme of his constant abuse. What and then, if you do not hold this man ™ 
were his motivesthent Does the Mar- reprobation, you yourselves merit “* 
quis resort to tricks like these’ But reprobation of all mankind. Tbe 
what prevented Ecaperr from ansiwer- words of O’Coxxett * make part of a 
ing the Marqais. when the latter ob- reported in the Dublin Mormnz 
served on the conduct of those“ patriots” Post of the 4th of June. This @™° 
who had now abandoned the cause of O’Coxxe.t bad the baseness, howe’: 
Reform; and when he said, that we | to praise this same Brapsrtr to the sie, 
should now see who were the declaimers in order to get the shouts, and to inbal: 
and who the doers! This was a thing! the stinking breath of the hired rufie"s 
for Buxverr to notice ; but, he remained assembled at the Crown and Anchor © 
silent as a post. Silent, however, be|the 25th of May. O’Conxsut bims. 
cannot remain, if be live to see another who was the first suggestor of the de 
















= i3ca Jcxs, 1929. 
<anchsoment of the forty-chilling free- plece of the denderners. Ic gold at fall 


ides, 8 pow guamg to bave SOOM of 
ao geeey, Wherewuth fo carry om an 
ecco from the voting at which they 
wl tw excleded. There mast be other 
ort of mem than these to come forward | 

«o¢ the whole thing goes to peeces 
Zi Ce. 

The siuation of the country ms not 
ww sock 2s to admat of bus declamatory 
«of secceedimg any lonser. Yoa, 
~oclemen, fully partake m that general 

res, which the whole mation now 
afer, and which is all to be traced t 

vent of reform, woich would have 
ctamed long ago, if be had done 

us iat}, agreeably to bis solemn pledzes. 
The case ss now this - that if there be 
nt ¢ reform of the House of Commons, 
neve cam be we cajustment of the money 
wfurs; and if there be not, those who 
« nat partake of the taxes mast be 
umed. The interest of the landowners, 
. 2 working people, and of all the 
ai-payers, is ope and the same; and to 
“ss ibe interest of the tax-eaters, inciad- 
ag the Jews, is direcily opposed. As 
“2g; sow stand, the labouring classes, 
*=c2 conta the physical force, ere 
sxagiec jrom the eristocracy. The 
“emer of these cannot be destroyed, but 
= Maller may ; and, indeed, by degrees 
“< mGef mwesf, unless an im 
“Sange speedily take place. If all the 
pocst measures be enforced for two 
srs, 00 rents can be paid to the land-| 
"py Of this I am as certain as that | 
: <2 M2 existence. In 1822 numerous | 
“ums Were thrown up and left without | 
“sxpters to avoid the demand for taxes | 
“si Tales What, then, is now to hap-| 
t= ’ 
Ps. are they not to proceed, seeing that 
__ = “to live on the taxes prosper in | 
decline, RvPortion that the tax-payers | 
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and leave any the for reat. The reat 
ss the Jest thine thats pad: Grat the 


Keep of the farmer and trader, incled- 


wag their indirect taxes; mext the work- 
people, incladimg their mdirect taxes ; 
mext the direct taxes, and the 
taxes; and mext comes the reaf. To 
collect the preseat amount of taxes 
m gold of fall weight and Saeeess, and 
to leave any thins for rent is mmpossidle. 
Of all persons, therefore, the laadiords, 
and especially the nobility, are most 
deeply interested. The labouring classes 
must and will be fed and clad: the 
middle class will not be actually destroy- 
ed, because, though the present set will 
be broken up, another set will arise, 
fashioned to the new circumstances ; 
bat the landowners, who are that and 
nothing else, will be anathileied. And 
if any one ask me, why I think i pos- 
sible that things should come to this pass, 
I ask, in my tarn, way they should not 
come to this pass. 

And how are the aristocracy to sere 
themseloes ? In po way under beaven 
other than that of recatarag tae labouriag 
classes, without whom they are no match 
for the Jews. Farms will be tirown 
wp at first; but this will not continue 
long. The people must be fed, and es- 
pecially the /ebouring people ; and there 
must, in such case, be a law to authorize 
parish-officers fo cause cultivation io be 


in 1822: and, I repeat, that if 


the present measures be pursued, if 
must guife take before the end of 
1832. In 1823 manxxfacturers fourish- 
ed; or, at least, they were not very 


much depressed; foreign commerce, 


also, was not in a bad state; but now, 
all are sinking together. The Duxe of 
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latter may approach silently, it8 final | “ great talent and influence to sign the 
atrival js as sure as death is to the hu- | “ requisition for calling this meeting to. 
man body. | gether. He refused to sign it, saying 
An Eqvuitraste Apsustment would | “ to me, * If you succeed in this requisi. 
put an end to the suffering and the)“ ‘tion, you will relieve the distress, 
danger; but this is not to be effected | “ * Let the distress go on. By so doing 
without conciliating the people; and|“ ‘ we shall get reform. And we shall 
they are to be conciliated only by giving | ‘‘ ‘ bring great criminals to judgment.” 
them their tindoubted right of choosing | These words are well worthy of the at. 
those who are to take from them their |tention of Lorp Branprorp, and of 
money, and to dispose of it; in short, it}every lord in the kingdom. Let the 
is to be done only by a real, a thorough, | lords look well at these words. Let them 
a radical reform of the House of Com- | cousider, that it is not 1, whom their base 
mons, the House of the Commons, or | press calumniate ; that it is not I, whom 
the Commons’ or People’s House of Par- | a scoundrel parson in Surrork has the 
liament. I have a hundred times said, audacity to represent as the lowest and 
in print, that this refora: would never | worst of mankind : let the lords, whose 
take placepantif the paper-money and vile and ruffian press have thus treated 
debt system had brought things to an|me, consider, that it is not I, but Mr. 
extremity. To that extremity the affair | Arrwoop, who relates this fact; that 
is now visibly approaching: the dullest |Mr. Arrwoop is not only a banker, in 
eyes can now perceive its advance ; the | London as well as Country, but a man 
most besotted are now alarmed, if they | deeply interested in trade ; and, he tells 
have any thing to lose: the advance is|us, that it was a “ gentleman of great 
with hasty steps ; and even reform must, | talent and influence’? whom he asked to 
to be of use, come quickly. When the/sign his requisition, and who refused 
first lord Caarnam said, that “if reform | upon the ahove ground. ‘“ Let the dis- 
“did not come from within, it would |“ tress go on. By so doing we shall get 
“come from without with @ vengeance,” |“ reform; and we shail bring great cr'- 
the people were a different people from | ‘* minals to judgment.” 1 would freely 
what they are now: they have now, by|go from Barn-Elm to BirmincaamM to 
degrees, been familiarized to things | shake that gentleman by the hand ; and 
which their grandfathers would have |there are thousands in London who 
died with shame but to think of. But, | would do the same thing. 
in spite of this, the people will not lie| This is precisely my view of the mat- 
down and die quietly by hundreds of |ter. 1 say, let the distress go on; by 
thousands: they, whatever they may be, | doing we shall get reform ; and we shall 
will seek food and raiment ; and, in the| bring greut criminals to judgment. 
seeking of these, though in the most|have proposed an EQUITABLE ADJUST 
peaceable and hamble manner, they,|senr: 1 know that there must be con- 
even without any design, will produce | vulsion if there be not that; but, I also 
insensibly the natural result of such a| know, that we can have no EQUITABLE 
progress. AbsJusTMENT Without a Parliamentary 
Mr. Tuomas Arrwoop has published | Reform. No aristocracy was ever wis 
his speech, made at Biriiingharn on the | yet: they went on in France, till they 
Sth of May, when he brought forward | were blown up and destroyed. They 
that petition, which has since been pre- | have had warnings enough, God knows, 
dented to Parliament. I would advise| here. There lies on the table of the 
you, gentlemen, and every body else, to} House of Commons the petition pre 
read this speech, which relates many|sented by Mr. Grey, now Earl Grey, 
things not known to every body ; arid : 
which can leave in the mind of ho man 
éf sense a doubt, that convulsion must be 
the end of the present res, unless 
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i: jnto their pockets by laws and regu- | reform, are now for that very measure ; for 
ixtions which they themselves upheld ;| they can see no chance of escaping utter 
ere lie these facts before us; and, | ruin, unless that measure be adopted. If 
hile these facts are well known tous all| Rerorm come soon, convulsion will be 
is it possible that we must not feel to-| avoided ; if it grow out of convulsion, I 
wards the aristocracy in a manner that’ would rather be a chimney-sweep than a 
{ need not describe? To the very last| Zord. If the aristocracy now join the 





moment of their power they went on in- 
silting the people of France. Verily, | 
they had ther reward } 


eople, now conciliate the people, all 
will be safe: their titles and estates will 


ibe safe : the Apsusrmenrt will be made; 


j should be very happy to see them and the nation will speedily revive, and 
become wise before it be too late; I| be once more able to look its foes in the 
should be very happy to find this motion | face: but if this do not take place, the 
of the Marquis of Buanprorp to be the | consequences will be such as I have all 
beginning of a series of acts tending to | along anticipated, and such as I have a 
conciliate the people. 1 recommend to | thousand times described. 





the noble Mareuis, and to his order in 
general, to read in the Lezps Patriot 
of the Gth of June, the report of the pro- 
ceedings of a meeting of the hand-loom 
weavers, held at Atmonprury Bank, 
vear Huppersrietp, on Monday, the 
Istof June. I particularly recommend 
them to read the speeches of Mr. Mann, 
delivered at that meeting. The speeches 
at that meeting put those delivered in 
the Collective to shame. One of the 
E Weavers went through the history of the 
money concerns of the country with just 
as much ease as if he had been weaving 
apiece of cloth. In short, tie game is 
up, unless the Aristocracy hasten for-' 
ward and conciliate the people. The 
axe is laid to the root of all trade and 
manufactures: these never will, and 
never can, come back to what they were. 
Agriculture will and must go on, but the 
ésiates will be transferred from the tax- 
payer to the tax-receivers; unless there 
thes EQUITABLE ADJUSTMENT which 
Ree be effected without a Parlia- 
for hes efurm. With this I conclude 
. Whale 4 hoping that the Marquis 
Hasemin ORD, Or some other resident 
call von - 5 Westminster, will. soon 
intrigues Be *. and, in spite of the 
of Mick € Don and Sancuo, and 
ld ve wl Angelo’s Street, Commis- 
press give you an opportunity of ex- 
e ga determination to abide by 
ie hie Goan ee which placed. Buapert 
» and to punish him for having 
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the sanse cause. . Money ci 7 
the throughout the no you dentoy i 
ly in one country, or fling it 


I am, Gentlemen, 
Your most faithful friend, and 
most obedient servant, 


Wa. COBBETT. 





CONVICTS’ BANK. 


Tus is a subject of everlasting fun. 
It seems that the pickpockets of Botany 
Bay have had a bank, or, at least, that 
there was a bank in the vile country to 
which they were sent, and to which fools 
are now about to emigrate. This bank 
has stopped payment, it seems, and has 
thrown the whole settlement into con- 
fusion! The newspapers are, I see, 
preparing to ascribe this breaking of 
the bank to failures of crops, or some 
other than the real cause. They never 
will speak of this matter in the language 
of truth and sense. They never will 
ascribe the mischiefs of paper-money to 
the paper-money: they all appear to 
have, some how or. another, an innate 
affection for the false and villanous 
thing. For my part, | know that the 
breaking up of this thing in the convicts’ 
country, has been, in part, if not in 
whole, caused by the suppression of the 
one-pound notes in this country. This 
measure has broken up scores and scores 
of the Rag Rooks in the United States 
of America; and a great many scores of 
fellows called merchants. No doubt the 
distress which is said to exist in France 
(but which would not be called by th 
name in this country) has arisen in 
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the sea or down into wells, money must 
come from other countries to supply its 
place; and, by taking it from other 
countries, you injure all debtors in those 
countries ; you lessen the means of ex- 
penditure for a time; you lessen the de- 
mand for labour for a time; and, in all 
countries heavily taxed, you ruin the tax- 
payers. This measure, therefore, has 
reached the convicts and broken their 
bank. What the devil the convicts will 
do without their bank I cannot tell. 
The newspapers tell us that the colonists | 
were in a state of great alarm, and that 
no one could calculate upon the evils 
that might result from the convulsion. 
It is only a year or two ago that many 
people at the Cape of Good Hope were 
ruined by paper-money. Wherever this 
accursed thing goes, it produces mischief. 
But, in the meanwhile, let people take 
warning how they emigrate to these 
English Colonies. In that of New 
Sourn Wares, there are cnormous 
taxes already, no less than 6s. 6d. ona 
gallon of rum, and 8s. Gd.,on a gallon of 
other spirits, though these are the only 
drink of the country except water; while, 
in the United States, the price of com- 
mon spirits is only about Is. 6d. a gallon, 
including duty, and the price of French 
brandy only 3s. 6d., including duty. | 
Swan River, with Peev’s blessing upon | 
it, will soon have a custom-house and 
tax-gatherers! However, those who go | 
thither, go duly forewarned; ruin will | 
certainly alight upon them: complete | 
ruin ; but then, being willing slaves, ruin | 
ought to be their lot. [ shall get out my | 
“ Emiorant’s Guipe” with all possible 
speed ; for I am certain that it will save | 
thousands upon thousands from ruin. [| 
have received a good deal of intelligence | 
recently from New York and other parts, | 
which enables me to speak upon this 
subject greatly in detail. 1 know exactly 
what a man ought to do to lay out bis 
money to the best advantage in settling 
in America, Let every father and mo- 
ther of a family remember, that all those 
who remain here, and who receive none 
of the taxes, must be totally ruined, or 
ane brought down in the scale of life, 
em remember, that the United 
States is another England, but where 
peaches ripen on standard trees like 





far cheaper in America than it is here, 





apples, where there are no Leggars, and 


\ 


where such a thing as @ pauper is never OB 
seen; let English farmers remember ) 
that a good farm of a hundred acres does 
not pay, in all the taxes put together, 
more than ten or twelve dollars a year: 7 
and a third part of those dollars go to. 
wards the supporting of a public school = 
in the township: let them remember 
these things ; and besides, that there are 


—_— 
Vat. 67 


no z¢nsolent parsons and no tithes; and 
let them further remember, that the Con- 


gress has never attempted to pass a law 
to cause the dead bodies of unfortunate 
persons to be given up to be chopped to 
pieces by fellows called surgeons. Ifa 
man be fixed upon emigrating, I repeat, 
that the first thing he has to do is to sell 
his property; go quietly to work, and 
turn every thing into gold by degrees; 
and then, lodged in a cheap lodging, you — 
have time to look about you. Take no- 

thing to America excepting your wear- Bil 
ing apparel. Goods of every sort are 
cheaper, and of most sorts are better, 

than they arehere. You cannot, indeed, 

get any lords in America; so that if you RAT 
must needs have some of them to craw! 
upon your bellies to, you must take them 
along with you, every thing else thatis 
good for any thing is as abundant and 
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But, in my little book, I shall give an Cor 
exact account of prices of all sorts of Bijjpne att 
things; except archways, perhaps, and ot up 
some few others ! ge: 
bjec 
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TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


Maxy thanks to a “ Srrancer 1‘ 
tne Gauiery,” for his excellent letter, 
which shall appear next week. Thanks 
also for the letter from a Town Traveller, 
which is full of most useful information ; 
and which ought, if it could be read by 
the Ministry, to produce a change o 
measures at once. No such thing will 
happen, however, These measures will 
goon, and I say, let them go on, a? 
then we shall have Rerors, and we 
shall bring great criminals to judgmen': 
Farther communications from these '° 
ir, yg will always be accep’ 
able. ‘ 


Printed by William Cobbett, Johnson’s-court; #4 
published by him, at 183, Fleet street. 


